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GUIDELINES FOR MAHARASHTRA STARTUP WEEK
(Under the Maharashtra Startup, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Policy, 2025)

1. Background

Maharashtra State Innovation Society (MSInS), under the Department of Skills,
Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, functions as the nodal agency for
strengthening the innovation and startup ecosystem. The Government of Maharashtra
has launched the Maharashtra Startup, Entrepreneurship, and Innovation Policy, 2025,
which aims to establish Maharashtra as a leading national and global hub for startups,
entrepreneurship, and innovation by promoting innovation across all sectors and regions,
with special focus on youth, rural entrepreneurship, women entrepreneurs, social impact,
sustainability, and inclusive growth.

Maharashtra Startup Week is a flagship initiative to give a direct work order to the
startups and connect with Government departments for pilot implementation, and
adoption of innovative solutions in public service delivery. The initiative enables pilot
implementation through Government work orders, supports adoption of solutions that
enhance public service delivery and governance, and facilitates long-term Business-to-
Government (B2G) engagement while generating measurable socioeconomic impact
across the State.

The initiative was originally introduced under the Maharashtra State Innovative Startup
Policy, 2018, with the objective of providing startups a platform to showcase their
products and services before Government departments. Six editions of the initiative have
been implemented successfully, and 24 winning startups of each edition (144 startups in
total) have worked with various Government departments.

Government of Maharashtra notified the Maharashtra Startup, Entrepreneurship, and
Innovation Policy-2025 with the objective of positioning Maharashtra as a national and
global leader in innovation-driven entrepreneurship, technology adoption, and inclusive
economic growth. The policy provides a revised framework for strengthening startup-
government collaboration. It specifically provides for Maharashtra Startup Week to
identify 50 promising startups annually and facilitate direct Government work orders up
to X25 lakh for pilots in Government departments, agencies, and institutions. Accordingly,
the existing initiative requires revision to align with the 2025 policy, incorporate learnings
from previous editions, and strengthen implementation, monitoring, procurement
linkage, and impact measurement.
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2. Objectives
The Maharashtra Startup Week has the following objectives:

2.1To provide startups with a structured and credible platform to demonstrate
innovative products, technologies, and services to the Government of Maharashtra.

2.2 To facilitate pilot implementation of startup solutions through direct Government
work orders of up to X25 lakh to 50 startups annually, enabling refinement of
solutions in real-world Government environments.

2.3To bring innovation in the governance by identifying, showcasing, and promoting
innovations capable of addressing critical developmental, administrative, and public
service-delivery challenges across priority sectors.

2.4To strengthen the State’s innovation ecosystem by fostering sustained collaboration
among startups, Government Departments, industry experts, academic institutions,
and investors.

2.5To support the expansion of select high-potential startups into national and global
markets through specialized mentoring, strategic linkages, and facilitated market
access.

2.6 To advance a structured and transparent startup procurement pathway, enabling
long-term Business-to-Government (B2G) engagement in alignment with the
Maharashtra Startup, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Policy-2025.

2.7 To provide startups with market access, Government validation, mentorship, and
visibility.

3. Phases of the Program

The Maharashtra Startup Week (MSW) shall be implemented through the following
phases:

3.1 Phase 1: Call for Applications

a. MSInS shall issue an annual notification inviting applications for Maharashtra
Startup Week.

I3 9% et 93



3T 0T 6. AFTRAT-3036/1. 55 198/ S ETSTh AT (S-90¢ L&)/ SETSTHIT

b. The program may be organised in physical, virtual, or hybrid mode, as decided by
MSInS.

c. MSInS shall invite applications from eligible startups through an open call
published on the official MSInS website and other suitable communication
channels.

d. Applications shall be invited across notified priority sectors and themes.

e. Applications shall be submitted online through the official MSInS portal in the
prescribed format.

f. The program shall be widely publicised through Digital and social media
campaigns, Roadshows and ecosystem outreach and Knowledge and Outreach
Partners.

g. Interested startups shall submit their applications online in the prescribed format
within the stipulated timelines.

3.2 Phase 2: Shortlisting of Applications

31. Applications received shall be reviewed and shortlisted by MSInS with the
support of sector-specific Strategy partners.

311. Shortlisting shall be based on factors such as innovation, solution maturity,
relevance to Government requirements, and implementation feasibility.

. Through this screening process, up to 200 startups shall be shortlisted for
participation in the pitching stage.

3.3 Phase 3: Pitching and Selection of Startups

a. Shortlisted startups shall be invited to pitch their solutions before a Jury.

b. The Jury shall comprise representatives from the Government, incubators,
investors, academia, bankers, Industry experts, technology experts and other key
stakeholders from the ecosystem.

c. Each panel shall comprise of at least 7 members with at least 2 representatives
from Government of Maharashtra.

d. The pitching process shall evaluate the suitability of solutions for unique value
proposition, relevance to Government use-cases, solution maturity, technical
feasibility, team capability, social/economic impact, technology advantage/IP,
sustainability, scalability, past implementation experience and pilot readiness.

e. Based on the Jury’s evaluation, 50 startups shall be selected as winners under
Maharashtra Startup Week.
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f. From each sector, minimum of 4 startups to be selected to keep the sectoral
balance.

g. At least 50% of the selected 50 startups i.e 25 startups shall be registered in
Maharashtra.

3.4 Phase 4: Issuance of Work Orders and Pilot Implementation

a. MSInS shall issue a Letter of Intent (LOI) to selected startups, and the startups shall
submit a Letter of Acceptance (LOA) within stipulated time informed by MSInS.

b. Upon receipt of the LOA, MSInS shall engage with relevant Government
Departments to assess interest and feasibility of implementing the startup’s
solution and shall facilitate meetings between the startup and interested
Departments.

c. MSInS will connect the winners with all the relevant government departments.

d. Startups may suggest Government Departments; however, the final decision
regarding the beneficiary Department shall rest with MSInS.

e. Adetailed Scope of Work (SoW) shall be jointly finalised by the Maharashtra State
Innovation Society (MSInS), the beneficiary Government Department, and the
startup.

f. Prior to execution of the Agreement and issuance of the Work Order, MSInS may
review the startup and verify its capabilities as a part of due diligence.

g. A tripartite agreement shall be executed among MSInS, the beneficiary
Government Department, and the startup, clearly specifying the objectives,
deliverables, timelines, milestones, and payment structure. The agreement shall
be valid for a period of 18 months, which may be extended with the approval of
the Chief Executive Officer, MSInS.

h. After the execution of the tripartite agreement, MSInS shall issue the Work Order
to the startup. The Work Order shall be valid for a period of 18 months and may
be extended with the approval of the Chief Executive Officer, MSInS.

i. Startups shall maintain close coordination with the beneficiary Government
Department throughout the project duration and ensure proper maintenance of
all documentation, acknowledgements, and reports related to the pilot
implementation.
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4. Eligibility
To participate in the Maharashtra Startup Week, the applicant startup must:

4.1 Possess a valid DPIIT Startup Recognition Certificate issued by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Government of India.

4.2 Have a Minimum Viable Product (MVP) or market-ready solution suitable for pilot
deployment.

4.3 Product or Solution must be relevant to Government of Maharashtra

4.4 Demonstrate capability to execute pilot projects with Government Departments.

4.5 Comply with all applicable statutory, regulatory, and tax requirements.

4.6 Operate in one or more of the following priority sectors:

Sector / Theme Illustrative Areas

Agriculture and allied sectors Farmer services, market linkage, climate-resilient
agriculture

HealthTech and Allied Diagnostics, telemedicine, hospital management,
public health

EdTech and Skilling Learning outcomes, vocational training, digital
education

Governance (Technology in | Digital governance, grievance redressal, service

Governance) delivery

Mobility and Logistics Smart infrastructure, transport, sanitation, traffic
management

Sustainability Circular economy, pollution control, water

conservation, Clean Energy, Waste Management
and Circular Economy, Water Management

Deep-tech and emerging | Al, blockchain, loT, robotics, drones, quantum,

technologies spacetech, cyber safety, digital payments

Women, rural and social impact | Inclusive entrepreneurship, livelihood, community

innovation solutions

Miscellaneous (Any Sector Relevant to Govt. and not listed
Above)
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These are suggestive sectors. MSInS can update the same depending upon the need.

5. Exclusions and Disqualifications
Applications may be rejected or disqualified if the startup:

5.11s a winner of previous edition of Maharashtra Startup Week

5.2 does not have a valid DPIIT certificate

5.3Is at idea stage without a demonstrable product or service.

5.4 Submits false, misleading, or incomplete information.

5.5 s blacklisted by any Government agency.

5.6 Has unresolved legal, financial, or regulatory issues materially affecting
implementation.

5.7 Violates conflict-of-interest, confidentiality, or data protection requirements.

5.8 Attempts to influence the evaluation process through unfair means.

5.9 Fails to provide required documents within the prescribed timeline.

6. Financial and Budget

6.1 Each selected startup will be issued a Work Order of up to X 25 lakh inclusive of GST
and all other applicable taxes. (Total annual work order amount 12.50 Cr)

6.2 An additional expenditure of up to X 5 crore per year may be incurred by MSInS
towards program execution, event expenses, knowledge partners, outreach,
monitoring, and administration.

6.3 MSInS to seek approval in the General Body and Governing Council for the expenses
incurred for event expenses, knowledge partners, outreach, monitoring, and
administration.

6.4 Maharashtra Startup Week winning startups may be considered positively for equity
investment up to X50 lakh, under the relevant scheme under the 2025 Policy. Any such
investment shall be governed independently by the eligibility criteria, due diligence,
investment process and approvals applicable to the relevant scheme.

7. Cancellation LOI / Suspension of Agreement or Work Order

Maharashtra State Innovation Society (MSInS) shall have the right to terminate the Letter
of Intent (LOI) issued to a selected startup, without any financial or legal obligation, under
any of the following circumstances:
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7.11f the startup fails to submit the Letter of Acceptance (LOA) within the stipulated
timeframe.

7.21f a beneficiary Government Department is not identified, or a suitable pilot
opportunity is not identified, within twelve (12) months from the date of issuance of
the LOI, despite reasonable efforts by MSInS.

7.3 If the startup fails to respond to communications from MSInS within a reasonable
period, as determined by MSInS.

7.4 1f, after issuance of the Work Order, the startup fails to commence the project or fails
to demonstrate satisfactory progress in execution within six (6) months from the date
of issuance of the Work Order or fails to complete the assigned work in accordance
with the approved Scope of Work (SoW)

7.5 MSInS holds the right to interpret guidelines in case of ambiguity.

In such cases, MSInS may terminate the LOI and/or any associated engagements by

issuing a written communication to the startup. Such termination shall not entitle the

startup to any claim, compensation, or damages of any nature whatsoever.

8. Partners:

MSInS shall onboard Strategy Partners, Outreach Partners, and Ecosystem Partners
through transparent processes for successful implementation of the Maharashtra Startup
Week.

8.1 Strategy Partners shall assist the Maharashtra State Innovation Society (MSInS) in the
overall planning, design, and execution of the Maharashtra Startup Week. Their
primary role shall be to support MSInS in the evaluation and shortlisting of
applications. In addition, MSInS may seek strategic inputs from Strategy Partners, as
required, for the effective implementation of the program.

8.2 Outreach Partners shall support MSInS in promoting the Maharashtra Startup Week
and ensuring wide participation of startups across the State and beyond. Their
responsibilities may include conducting outreach activities such as roadshows,
ecosystem events, digital and print media campaigns, social media engagement, and
coordination with startup networks, incubators, and industry bodies. Outreach
Partners shall aim to maximise the visibility of the program and facilitate participation
from startups across diverse sectors and geographies.

8.3 Ecosystem Partners shall support MSInS in strengthening overall startup ecosystem
engagement under the Maharashtra Startup Week. Ecosystem Partners may include
incubators, accelerators, academic institutions, industry associations, investor
networks, mentoring organisations, and similar entities. Their role may include
participation in evaluation and pitching processes, providing domain expertise,
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mentoring, incubation support, investment facilitation, networking opportunities, and
other ecosystem-related support to startups during and after the program, as
required by MSInS.

8.4 MSInS to seek approval in the Governing Council for appointment of these partners.
MSInS shall be authorized to issue annual operating guidelines, application formats,
timelines, sector priorities, partner engagement procedures, and other implementation

instructions. Procedural modifications may be made by MSInS for effective
implementation with approval from General Body and Governing Council.
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